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REFLECTION
——————

Celebrating Christ, Incarnate Son of God: 
Lord of the Nations

Jesus Christ is Lord—Lord of the shapes of countries;
Lord of commerce and progress,
of the rise and fall of civilizations;
he is Lord over the nations and over this nation;
he presides over the endless stream of rulers
and governors of the states of the world.
Once subjected himself to the fickleness
of what we call history, 
a pawn in the power struggle of little men,
he was, in his resurrection and ascension, confirmed
as the unseen Ruler over every historical contingency;
the One who decides all things
out of the richness of his mercy,
the power of his passion for justice,
and his patience with a broken world.

And blessed be his Name for this:
From all the nations in their broken glory
He gathers his very imperfect people,
Making them, by his own atoning sacrifice at the cross,
One people—the only Holy Nation in the world.

Alleluias and praise be to him who so loves the world!
...........................................................................................................................................................

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost 

Gathering Hymn  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Call to Worship Psalm 67:1-5

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that your 
way may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you! 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the 
peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!

Invocation

Praise Hymn Endless Light

From the highest throne to the earth below
You laid down Your life for the likes of us
Great is the love of the Savior
From a wounded heart to a life made whole
Every human heart will declare as one
Great is the love of the Savior

Chorus
Lord of endless light; Let Your glory shine forever
All the earth; All the earth sing Your praise
Hope of every heart; Let Your Name be lifted higher
All our hearts; All our hearts sing Your praise

From the mountain heights to the valleys low
All created things given life to show
Jesus we live for Your glory
From the rising sun to the still of night
Every waking moment for Your delight
Jesus we live for Your glory

Chorus
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God be exalted; God be exalted in everything
We live for Your glory; Live for Your glory
(Repeat)

Old Testament Lesson Daniel 4:29b–37

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Confession of Sin

Confession Hymn How Deep the Father’s Love for Us

How deep the Father's love for us
How vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure
How great the pain of searing loss
The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory

Behold the Man upon a cross
My sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished

I will not boast in anything
No gifts no power no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ
His death and resurrection
Why should I gain from His reward
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom
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Individual Confession

Absolution 2 Corinthians 5:18–20 
All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through
us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

Thanksgiving Hymn Rock of Ages

New Testament Lesson John 18:33–40; 19:7–11a

Peace of Christ

The peace of the Lord be with you! 
And also with you! 

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise Him, all creatures here below!
Praise Him above, you heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen!

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Sermon Text Acts 21:1-26

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Sermon The Acts of the Ascended Christ, 26 | Curran Bishop
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Response Hymn Is He Worthy?

Do you feel the world is broken? - We do
Do you feel the shadows deepen? - We do

But do you know that all the dark won't stop the light from getting through?
We do
Do you wish that you could see it all made new? - We do

Is all creation groaning? - It is
Is a new creation coming? - It is
Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our midst?- It is
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? - It is

Is anyone worthy, Is anyone whole
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave
He is David's Root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave
Is He worthy, Is He worthy
Of all blessing and honor and glory
Is He worthy of this? - He is

Does the Father truly love us? - He does
Does the Spirit move among us?  - He does
And does Jesus our Messiah hold forever those He loves? - He does
Does our God intend to dwell again with us? - He does

Is anyone worthy, Is anyone whole
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave
He is David's Root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave
From ev'ry people and tribe every nation and tongue
He has made us a kingdom and priests
To God to reign with the Son
Is He worthy, Is He worthy
Of all blessing and honor and glory
Is He worthy, Is He worthy
Is He worthy of this? – He is
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Bringing Our Life to God Prayers | Collection | Profession
Prayers of the People

Collection text MNA 1708 to 76959 and follow the prompts 
or visit give.pcamna.org/to/1708/ 

Confession of Faith Psalm 2

Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together,

against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying,
“Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.”

He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision.
Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying,

“As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.”
I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have 

begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and
the ends of the earth your possession. You shall break them with a rod 
of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”

Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth.
Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

Communion in Christ Jesus
All Christians are invited to join us to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. During this 
time of social distancing we offer for our pastor to come and bless your partaking of elements 
you provide to preserve the corporate-presence of Christ pictured in the supper as best we can. 
If you've been part of our streaming service please text Curran (203-812-9928) to set up a 
time he can meet you (from a distance) to celebrate communion. 

The Gospel Song

Holy God in love became, Perfect Man to bear my blame
On the cross He took my sin, By His death I live again
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Prayer for those searching
Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am loved, 
the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. Nothing seems to 
satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are restless until they find their 
rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible teaches there is life and life eternal in 
Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to the reality of the One who alone can satisfy 
my restless heart. Give me the courage to believe that which I cannot see but can understand, 
feel and touch through the Word, sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help my
unbelief! Amen.

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Coronation Hymn Lion of Judah
You're the Lion of Judah, the Lamb who was slain
You ascended to heaven and ever more will reign
At the end of the age when the earth You reclaim
You will gather the nations before You
And the eyes of all men will be fixed on the Lamb
Who was crucified
With wisdom and mercy and justice you'll reign 
At Your Father's side

Chorus
And the angels will cry hail the Lamb
Who was slain for the world rule in pow'r
And the earth will reply You shall reign
As the King of all kings
And the Lord of all lords

There's a shield in our hand and a sword at our side
There's a fire in our spirits that cannot be denied
'Cause the Father has told us for these You have died
For the nations who gather before You
And the ears of all men need to hear of the Lamb
Who was crucified
Who descended to hell yet was raised up to reign
At His Father's side

Chorus
10
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Benediction Rom. 16:25-27
Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long 
ages but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made 
known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the 
obedience of faith—to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! 
Amen.

REFLECTION
——————

What do I mean when I say as a Christian: 
Jesus, the incarnate Son of God, is Lord of the nations?

I mean, first, that Jesus is the hope of the nations; that people can only be reconciled with
God through faith in him. Thus, I mean that Jesus Christ and his message of saving grace and
love must be taken by believers to the nations and then lived out there in humility and 
compassion.

But when I say that Jesus is Lord of the nations I mean, secondly, that in his mercy he gives 
a grace common to all human beings in the fantastic richness and variety of created nature 
and cultural history and in the protection of just law and government, and that he calls 
on his people to live with courage and self-sacrifice, standing for what is just and good in 
the life of their nation.

But when I say I believe that Jesus Christ is Lord of the nations, I also mean that in every 
historical moment, he supervises and governs the nations; he rules their rulers. Christ causes 
the rise of governments and civilizations and takes credit in his Word for their downfall. 
He holds sway over congresses and parliaments and dictatorships; over their lies and 
cover-ups, over their navies and armies, mysteriously influencing all things. Yet he regards 
every human decision as fraught with significance and utterly accountable to him.

But let me not forget this, that when I say that Jesus Christ is Lord of the nations I mean 
too, that when he returns he will sift the nations, punishing their evil but saving from their 
historical life whatever has been good, true, and beautiful, bestowing it all on the City of God,
according to the promise of Revelation 21:26, 
The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into the city. 

– Ron Lutjens, pastor, Webster Groves, MO
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
——————

Community Group – Meets tonight, January 24, 4-5:30pm at the Fowler Building (45 
New Haven Ave, Milford, CT 06460; parking at 1 Shipyard Ln., Milford, CT 06460--across 
the parking lot from the pavilion) for an inductive Bible study and community building 
time.

Thursday Night Prayer Meeting – 7-7:50pm. In the midst of pandemic, political 
chaos and social distancing we need each other, and we need God. Please join us as we 
follow a short prayer and scripture liturgy, pray for each other, and have some “digital 
fellowship.”  Zoom link       Meeting ID: 856 4475 2681 Passcode: 665297

Women's Bible Study – Every-other-Tues. 7:30-9 pm, in person and on zoom (meets 
this week, 1/26). Please RSVP to info@cpcmilford.org. Link to the study guide ($2.50).
Zoom Link Meeting ID: 828 6871 9345 Passcode: 246223

Helping Without Hurting – Every-other-Thursday, (next meets Feb 4), 8-9 pm 
We'll look at how the nature and character of God shapes the mercy ministry of His 
Church using the book When Helping Hurts. Please let us know if you need a copy! 
($10) Zoom link       Meeting ID: 856 4475 2681 Passcode: 665297

Contact us
203.812.9928 or info@cpcmilford.org; find us on Facebook at facebook.com/CPCMilford
or visit us online at cpcmilford.org 

CCLI License # 20088182
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85644752681?pwd=aGdDbDhtTWpORFNtSUtrQ0dEdUlJZz09#success
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