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LOVE IN THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS 
——————

Responding to Coronavirus as individual Christians:

Be Wise: Practice good hygiene and cleanliness. If you're sick, stay home, and take an abundance
of caution. Regularly wash your hands. Make wise decisions about travel, avoid large events. 
Consult the CDC for more information on how to prepare and be safe.
Be Calm: In Philippians 4 Paul says that in times of uncertainty and suffering we should be 
‘“anxious for nothing.” When he wrote those words, he was following Jesus’ lead (Matthew 6.25-
34) in reminding us that our hope in this world is not in human economies, or medicine, or 
technology, or cleanliness. Our hope is in Lord, the maker of Heaven and Earth (Psalm 121). So, if
you're feeling anxious or afraid over the coming weeks, remember that the God who watches 
over you is a God who does not slumber or sleep. He promises that He will watch over your 
life; your coming in and going out both now and forevermore.
Be thoughtful: Keep in mind that certain people will be impacted more than others: 
Be aware of those who may be “shut-in” and alone. Take a moment to think about people who 
might inadvertently become “invisible” and be intentional about reaching out to them.

! Be aware of our older generation and the risks that are more relevant to them as 
related to the virus. Be intentional about checking up with them.

! Be aware of our neighbors, especially those who may be alone and/or have special needs 
in this context. This is a moment when the love and mercy of Christ can shine through 
you!

! Local businesses can absorb losses from people staying home less than big national 
chains. If you are able buy stuff from them, do so.

! People who work on hourly wages and those who rely on tips will probably be hurt 
more than those on salary. Be aware of who is confronting this and find ways to help.

! Health care workers: lots of people will be showing up at hospitals etc. to be checked or
treated. Nurses, doctors and support staff will be pulling multiple extra shifts. Write 
them notes. Let them know how thankful you are for them.

Be Prayerful: Scripture teaches that Prayer is action and when it is done through faith in Christ,
the Lord can use it to move mountains and heal diseases. Therefore, let's join together during 
this time to pray for the Lord to guide our officials, equip our medical professionals, comfort the 
sick, shield the healthy, and arrest this virus from causing more harm. 

Historically, Christians have been known as people of love and compassion in times of disease 
and illness. When smallpox came to Rome most fled to the countryside, while Christians 
remained in the city to care for the sick and needy. When Romans evicted their infected loved 
ones out of their homes, Christians were the ones who invited them in to care for them. Of 
course, we want to proceed with caution and wisdom in the days to come. Yet, the Church has 
had some of her finest moments in situations like this. Let’s pray and look for opportunities to 
be the Presence of Christ in Milford, His means of responding with love and grace to this crisis.
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DESCENT TO THE CROSS: 
THE HUMBLE KING COMES

And the crowds that went before Jesus and
that followed him were shouting, 
 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest!” 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city 
was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”

~ Matthew 21:9-10
..................................................................................

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost \ 

Gathering Hymn The King of Glory Comes
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Call to Worship from Psalm 118:1-4, 19-29:

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever! 
Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
Let the house of Aaron say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
Let those who fear the Lord say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
Open to me the gates of righteousness,

that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord
This is the gate of the Lord;

the righteous shall enter through it.  
I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 

The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone
    This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it. Save us, we pray, O Lord!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
The Lord is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords up to the horns of the altar!

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
you are my God; I will extol you. 

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!

Invocation

Praise Hymn Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!
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— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

New Testament Lesson Matthew 21:1-17

Confession of Sin

O Spirit, I have grieved you.
I have not had the courage to live by faith,
To trust that Christ has become my righteousness.
I have tried to be my own righteousness;
And for fear of sinning, I have been afraid to live.
I am anxiety ridden about my weakness.
I am bent on avoiding sin – not out of love for Christ, 
but because I do not like to be wrong.
And afraid of hoping for too little of your power,
I have demanded too much for this life.
I am easily intimidated by the spiritual victories of others, too often running from 
teacher to teacher
searching for secrets of spiritual success.
I have not set my sights on the life to come.
I live too much with the present struggles and temptations
and not in the joy of the Lord,
Who has paid all that I owe You.
I do not live enough for the Day, 
when what is mortal in me shall be swallowed up by Life.
Oh spirit of Christ, have mercy on me. Amen.

Absolution Ezekiel 36:25–27

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and
from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I 
will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes 
and be careful to obey my rules. 

Thanksgiving Hymn Hosanna
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I see the King of glory
Coming on the clouds with fire
The whole earth shakes
The whole earth shakes yeah
I see His love and mercy
Washing over all our sin
The people sing
The people sing

Chorus
Hosanna hosanna
Hosanna in the highest
Hosanna hosanna
Hosanna in the highest

I see a generation
Rising up to take their place
With selfless faith
With selfless faith
I see a near revival
Stirring as we pray and seek
We're on our knees
We're on our knees

Chorus

Bridge
Heal my heart and make it clean
Open up my eyes to the things unseen
Show me how to love like You have loved me
Break my heart for what breaks Yours
Everything I am for Your Kingdom's cause
As I walk from earth into eternity

Chorus
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Peace of Christ

Leader The peace of the Lord be with you! 
People And also with you! 

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise Him, all creatures here below!
Praise Him above, you heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen!

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Old Testament Zechariah 9:9-17

The Psalm Psalm 79

Reader This is the Word of the Lord!
People Thanks be to God!

Sermon Lament | Pastor Curran Bishop

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Bringing Our Life to God Profession | Collection | Prayers

Prayers of the People

Response Hymn Wonderful Merciful Savior

Wonderful merciful Savior
Precious Redeemer and Friend
Who would have thought that a Lamb
Could rescue the souls of men
Oh You rescue the souls of men
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Chorus
You are the One that we praise
You are the One we adore
You give the healing and grace
Our hearts always hunger for
Oh our hearts always hunger for

Counselor Comforter Keeper
Spirit we long to embrace
You offer hope when our hearts
Have hopelessly lost the way
Oh we hopelessly lost the way

Chorus

Almighty infinite Father
Faithfully loving Your own
Here in our weakness You find us
Falling before Your throne
Oh we're falling before Your throne

Chorus

Confession of Faith  Adapted from the Belgic Confession, 1561, Articles XX-XXII
Christians, what do you believe?
We believe that Jesus Christ has presented Himself in our behalf before the 
Father, to appease His wrath, by offering Himself on the tree of the cross, and
pouring out His precious blood to purge away our sins. And therefore we 
always ascribe all the glory to God, humbling ourselves before Him, without 
presuming to trust in any merit of ours, relying and resting upon the 
obedience of Christ crucified alone, which becomes ours when we believe in 
Him. This is sufficient to cover all our iniquities, and to give us confidence in 
approaching to God; freeing our conscience of fear, terror, and dread. 
Wherefore we justly say with the apostle Paul that we know nothing save 
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified; we count all things but loss for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord, in whose wounds we find all 
manner of consolation.
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Doxology Jesus Remember Me 

Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.

Communion in Christ Jesus
All Christians are invited to join us to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. When 
directed please take your bulletin and form a circle around the chairs. If you find it difficult to 
stand, please sit at the end of one of the rows so we can include you. The basket of bread is 
gluten free. We serve wine in the Lord’s Supper, and grape juice for those who do not partake 
of wine. Whether you intend to commune or note, please join us in the circle.
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Communion Hymn The Tree of Life

Prayer for those searching: 
Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am 
loved, the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. 
Nothing seems to satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are 
restless until they find their rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible 
teaches there is life and life eternal in Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to
the reality of the One who alone can satisfy my restless heart. Give me the courage to 
believe that which I cannot see but can understand, feel and touch through the Word, 
sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help my unbelief! Amen.

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Benediction   1 Peter 5:8-11
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered a 
little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. 

Coronation Hymn It is Well

Announcements

Communion Hymn The Tree of Life

Prayer for those searching: 
Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am 
loved, the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. 
Nothing seems to satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are 
restless until they find their rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible 
teaches there is life and life eternal in Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to
the reality of the One who alone can satisfy my restless heart. Give me the courage to 
believe that which I cannot see but can understand, feel and touch through the Word, 
sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help my unbelief! Amen.

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends —

Benediction   1 Peter 5:8-11
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered a 
little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. 

Coronation Hymn It is Well

Announcements





REFLECTION
——————

The Donkey
G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936)

When fishes flew and forests walked
And figs grew upon thorn,
Some moment when the moon was blood
Then surely I was born.

With monstrous head and sickening cry
And ears like errant wings,
The devil’s walking parody
On all four-footed things.

The tattered outlaw of the earth,
Of ancient crooked will;
Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb,
I keep my secret still.

Fools! For I also had my hour;
One far fierce hour and sweet:
There was a shout about my ears,
And palms before my feet.
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WE ARE A LOCAL  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
—————— 

Local

We are a church in and for our community. We want to celebrate its goodness, serve its 
specific needs, and work towards the flourishing of all its citizens. We worship in the 
voice of our community and seek to be a church that grows organically out of our 
neighborhoods. We are committed to working for the common good. We look to serve,
not to be served. We look to give, not to take. We are eager to bless others because we
have been blessed by God. 

Presbyterian 

Being Presbyterian means we are led by elders and connected with other churches. This 
provides accountability, oversight, and produces real pastoral care. We are part of the 
Reformed Tradition which teaches that God knows us intimately and enables us to know
Him intimately. We believe that life in relationship with God is not only possible but 
vibrant. That God is the initiator of this relationship and the whole is based on grace and
forgiveness offered to us in the being and action of Jesus Christ. 

Church 

We believe that church is not an event or a program but rather a family. A place where 
you no longer have to choose between being really known or really loved. Within the 
family of God we don’t need to perform in order to be accepted. We no longer relate to
each other based upon on our past failures or future potential but rather we relate to 
each other as brothers and sisters who have been loved by God in Christ! 
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COMING UP 
—————— 

Sunday Night Community Group 

While we typically meet on Sunday evenings from 5-7pm in each other’s homes for fellowship, to
eat and drink together, study Scripture and pray for each other, our community, and our world, 
this meeting will not take place today due to the coronavirus response. 

Commissioning Service 

Has been postponed until after the coronavirus response.

Public Launch Celebration

Bear with us – this is a “soft launch”! Our public launch celebration has also been postponed 
until after the coronavirus response.  

Contact us
203.812.9928 or curran.bishop@cpcmilford.org; find us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/CPCMilford or visit us online at cpcmilford.org 
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