
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 15, 2020 

Third Sunday in Lent



WELCOME TO CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,    

A NEW CHURCH IN MILFORD  
—————— 

I get asked “why a new church?” a lot. I think what drives the question is a sense that a 

new church means more fragmentation; a sign of division rather than coming together. 

It’s a fair question. What I’d point out though, is that only 14% of New Englanders 

attend religious services with any regularity. We aren’t looking to steal from that small 

fraction of people who are already involved in a church, but to learn how to serve the 

86% of the people who aren’t being served.  

Another way to think of it is by comparison to the restaurant industry. We wouldn’t 

really want a town where all the restaurants have gotten together and only serve one 

menu; when a new restaurant opens it adds to the diversity on the restaurant scene and 

improves the picture for everyone: other restaurants become better and more creative 

for having more restauranteurs in the area, eaters get more options and variety and a 

better experience.  

We want every human being to belong to a community that is shaped by the Gospel and 

that exists for the glory of God and the good of our neighbor. We believe that starting a 

new church is the best way to bring the Gospel to a community. We believe the world 

is broken: nature, social systems, government, Wall Street, our local communities, you 

and me. All around us and inside us we see that things are “not the way it’s supposed to 

be.” The Gospel is the good news that God has entered into his creation in Christ to 

restore what is broken. The local church is the tool God uses to bring about this 

restoration because, God who is perfectly Other, became local and present in Christ. 

The local church brings this infinite Gospel into our particular realities. As we start to 

believe the Gospel it changes everything from the way we live as neighbors and friends, 

to the way we parent our children, to how we interact with the world at large.  

  



REFLECTION 

—————— 

DESCENT TO THE CROSS: I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

 

Alone even in a crowd, We look for love,  

We long for someone to care,  

Someone to hold and protect our fragile selves.  

Christ came into the world to throw his arms around us;  

a Shepherd, he came to carry us gently.  

But we despised him, crucified him,  

And counted him rejected by God.  

Yet, by the power of the Holy Spirit  

He rose from the dead:  

he called, and we recognized his voice;  

alone, we ran to him  
 for cover, for love,  for everlasting peace.  

Good Shepherd, Lamb of God, we are yours,  

And gladly sing your praise! 

................................................................................ 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost\  

 

 

Gathering Hymn Praise Him! Praise Him! 

 

 

  



  



 
  



— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends — 

 

 

Call to Worship Psalm 95:1-7 

 

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!  

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  

For the LORD is a great God, 

 and a great King above all gods.  

In his hand are the depths of the earth; 

 the heights of the mountains are his also.  

The sea is his, for he made it, 

 and his hands formed the dry land.  
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 

 let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!  

For he is our God,  

 and we are the people of his pasture,   

 and the sheep of his hand. 
 

Invocation 
 

Praise Hymn How Deep the Father's Love for Us 

 
1.  How deep the Father's love for us 

How vast beyond all measure 

That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure 

How great the pain of searing loss 

The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory 

 

2.  Behold the Man upon a cross 

My sin upon His shoulders 

Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers 

It was my sin that held Him there 



Until it was accomplished 

His dying breath has brought me life 

I know that it is finished 

 

3.  I will not boast in anything 

No gifts no power no wisdom 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ 

His death and resurrection 

Why should I gain from His reward 

I cannot give an answer 

But this I know with all my heart 

His wounds have paid my ransom 

 

 

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends — 
 

Confession of Sin 

 

Our waywardness as stubborn sheep (based on Isaiah 53) 

 

O Lord, forgive me; for I have despised and forsaken you. 

It was I who made you a man of sorrows,  

and acquainted with grief 

It was I who hid my face from you;  

I despised you, and counted you nothing. 

 

O Lord, you yourself bore my griefs,  

and carried my sorrows; 

I counted you stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 

 

But you were wounded for my transgressions;  

you were crushed for my sins. 

The Chastening for my well-being fell upon you; 

and it was by your scourging that I am healed. 

 

Like a foolish sheep, I have gone astray; 

I have turned - like all the rest - to my own way. 

But the Lord has laid on you every bit of my guilt. 



Have mercy on me, Lord Jesus, for I am grieved by my offenses.  Amen. 

 

Absolution John 10:11–16 

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.He who is a 

hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 

leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees 

because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.I am the good shepherd. I 

know my own and my own know me,just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this 

fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 

one shepherd. 

 

Thanksgiving Hymn  Psalm 23, Trinity 86 (BROTHER JAMES AIR) – Next Page 

 

Peace of Christ 

 

Leader The peace of the Lord be with you!  

People And also with you!  

 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  

Praise Him, all creatures here below! 

Praise Him above, you heavenly host!  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen! 

 

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends — 

 

Old Testament  Ezekiel 34:1–2, 4–5, 11–13, 15–16, 22–24 

 

New Testament   Luke 13:22-35 

 

Reader  This is the Word of the Lord! 

People Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon A Small Raft? | Pastor Curran Bishop 

 



  



Response Hymn I Will Praise Him Still  

 

1. When the morning falls on the farthest hill  

I will sing his name, I will praise him still. 

When dark trials come and my heart is filled 

With the weight of doubt, I will praise Him still. 

 

Chorus: 

For the Lord our God, he is strong to save  

From the arms of death, from the deepest grave.  

And he gave us life in his perfect will,  

And by his good grace I will praise him still.  

 

2. "Know the Lord, your God leaves you not alone:  

‘I will visit you, I’ll restore your home.’  
For I know know my plans for your hope and good:  

I'll be found in you; Be my flesh and blood 

 

Chorus 

 

3. Now to you, O Lord I lift up my eyes;   

to you enthroned far above the skies  

As a servant looks to the master's hand,  

So I gaze above, trust your mighty plan 

 

Chorus 

 

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends — 

 

Bringing Our Life to God  Profession | Collection | Prayers 

 

Confession of Faith Heidelberg Catechism Question 1 

Leader What is your only comfort in life and death? 

People That I, with body and soul, both in life and death, am not my own, 

but belong to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ, who with His precious 

blood has fully paid for all my sins, and delivered me from all the 

power of the devil, and so preserves me that without the will of my 

heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; moreover, that all 



things must work together for my salvation, and by His Holy Spirit, 

Christ also assures me of eternal life, and makes me heartily willing 

and ready, henceforth, to live for Him. 

 

Doxology Jesus Remember Me  

 

 Jesus, remember me when  

 you come into your kingdom. 

 Jesus, remember me when  

 you come into your kingdom. 

 

 Prayers of the People 

 

Communion in Christ Jesus 

All Christians are invited to join us to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. When 
directed please take your bulletin and form a circle around the chairs. If you find it difficult to 

stand, please sit at the end of one of the rows so we can include you. The basket of bread is 

gluten free. We serve wine in the Lord’s Supper, and grape juice for those who for various 

reasons do not partake of wine. Grape juice is in the outer rim. Whether you intend to 

commune or note, please join us in the circle. 

 

Communion Hymn Ah Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended 

 

Prayer for those searching:  

Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am 

loved, the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. 

Nothing seems to satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are 

restless until they find their rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible 

teaches there is life and life eternal in Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to 

the reality of the One who alone can satisfy my restless heart. Give me the courage to 

believe that which I cannot see but can understand, feel and touch through the Word, 

sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help my unbelief! Amen. 

 

 

  



  



— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends — 

 

Benediction  Hebrews 13:20-21 

Now may the God of peace who  brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything 

good that you may do his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through 

Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Coronation Hymn  The Revelation Song 

 

1. Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain 

Holy holy is He 

Sing a new song to Him Who sits on 

Heaven's mercy seat 

Chorus: 

Holy holy holy 

Is the Lord God Almighty 

Who was and is and is to come 

With all creation I sing 

Praise to the King of kings 

You are my everything 

And I will adore You 

2. Clothed in rainbows of living color 

Flashes of lightning rolls of thunder 

Blessing and honor strength and glory 

And power be to You the only wise King 

Chorus 

3. Filled with wonder awestruck wonder 

At the mention of Your name 

Jesus Your name is power breath and living water 

Such a marvelous mystery yeah 

Chorus 



Announcements 

 

 

REFLECTION 

—————— 



Being a Sheep 

We have spoken of those people who make use of the love of God as a means of 

wriggling away from religion, and who smile at the whole thing.  But there are others 

who do not smile.  They are never many in number. Jesus gives figurative expression to 

this in the parable when He speaks of the one and the ninety and nine.  Listen now, you 

lonely, fearful, lost soul: Jesus loves you.  “No, He does not love me,” you say. “He is 

angry with me. And rightfully so. I…. sin against Him.”  Yes, you are right. If you were to 

receive according to what you have merited, you would have nothing to hope for. 

However, Jesus has taken upon Himself that which you should have suffered. “But he 

was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 

that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.” Isaiah 53:5  

Such is His love toward you.  That is why He was so grieved when you went away from 

Him. He has sought you day and night. Have you not heard Him call?  Yes, you have. 

And it makes you restless. It is then that sin becomes such a burden to you. It is then 

that you begin to long for God, for reconciliation and forgiveness.  But how shall I find 
the way to God? You ask.  That you cannot do. Nor has God asked you to do that. It is 

He who seeks you. And now He has found you. Now the only question is: Will you 

yield and not run away from Him any more? If so, He will lay you on His shoulder and 

carry you home.  That is what it means to be converted.  

 

—Ole Hallesby, God’s Word For Today (1937)  

 

 

 

 

 

“I am the good shepherd.  

The good shepherd  

lays down his life for the sheep.... 

My sheep listen to my voice;  

I know them, and they follow me.”  

– John 10:11 & 27  



WE ARE A LOCAL   PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
——————  

Local 

We are a church in and for our community. We want to celebrate its goodness, serve 

its specific needs, and work towards the flourishing of all its citizens. We worship in the 

voice of our community and seek to be a church that grows organically out of our 

neighborhoods. We are committed to working for the common good. We look to 

serve, not to be served. We look to give, not to take. We are eager to bless others 

because we have been blessed by God.  

Presbyterian  

Being Presbyterian means we are led by elders and connected with other churches. This 

provides accountability, oversight, and produces real pastoral care. We are part of the 

Reformed Tradition which teaches that God knows us intimately and enables us to 

know Him intimately. We believe that life in relationship with God is not only possible 

but vibrant. That God is the initiator of this relationship and the whole is based on grace 

and forgiveness offered to us in the being and action of Jesus Christ.  

Church  

We believe that church is not an event or a program but rather a family. A place where 

you no longer have to choose between being really known or really loved. Within the 

family of God we don’t need to perform in order to be accepted. We no longer relate 

to each other based upon on our past failures or future potential but rather we relate 

to each other as brothers and sisters who have been loved by God in Christ!  

  



COMING UP  
——————  

Sunday Night Community Group  

We meet on Sunday evenings from 5-7pm in each other’s homes for fellowship, to eat and drink 

together, study Scripture and pray for each other, our community, and our world. If you’d like 

to join in please contact us for more details (see below).  

Commissioning Service  

On March 22 we will gather with our sister churches at 5pm to be officially commissioned as a 

worshipping congregation with the purpose of serving Milford. 

Sunday Morning Worship Public Launch 

Bear with us – this is a “soft launch”! On March 29 we plan to “officially” begin Sunday morning 

worship. Come help us celebrate, and contribute your talents and abilities to our community (it 

takes a congregation to have worship!).    

Contact us 

203.812.9928 or curran.bishop@cpcmilford.org; find us on Facebook at 

facebook.com/CPCMilford or visit us online at cpcmilford.org  

 

 


