
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 15, 2020 

Third Sunday in Lent



WELCOME TO CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,   

A NEW CHURCH IN MILFORD  
ññññññ 

I get asked òwhy a new church?ó a lot. I think what drives the question is a sense that a 

new church means more fragmentation; a sign of division rather than coming together. 

Itõs a fair question. What Iõd point out though, is that only 14% of New Englanders 

attend religious services with any regularity. We arenõt looking to steal from that small 

fraction of people who are already involved in a church, but to learn how to serve the 

86% of the people who arenõt being served.  

Another way to think of it is by comparison to the restaurant industry. We wouldnõt 

really want a town where all the restaurants have gotten together and only serve one 

menu; when a new restaurant opens it adds to the diversity on the restaurant scene and 

improves the picture for everyone: other restaurants become better and more creative 

for having more restauranteurs in the area, eaters get more options and variety and a 

better experience.  

We want every human being to belong to a community that is shaped by the Gospel and 

that exists for the glory of God and the good of our neighbor. We believe that starting a 

new church is the best way to bring the Gospel to a community. We believe the world 

is broken: nature, social systems, government, Wall Street, our local communities, you 

and me. All around us and inside us we see that things are ònot the way itõs supposed to 

be.ó The Gospel is the good news that God has entered into his creation in Christ to 

restore what is broken. The local church is the tool God uses to bring about this 

restoration because, God who is perfectly Other, became local and present in Christ. 

The local church brings this infinite Gospel into our particular realities. As we start to 

believe the Gospel it changes everything from the way we live as neighbors and friends, 

to the way we parent our children, to how we interact with the world at large.  

  



REFLECTION 

ññññññ 

DESCENT TO THE CROSS: I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

 

Alone even in a crowd, We look for love,  

We long for someone to care,  

Someone to hold and protect our fragile selves.  

Christ came into the world to throw his arms around us;  

a Shepherd, he came to carry us gently.  

But we despised him, crucified him,  

And counted him rejected by God.  

Yet, by the power of the Holy Spirit  

He rose from the dead:  

he called, and we recognized his voice;  

alone, we ran to him  
 for cover, for love,  for everlasting peace.  

Good Shepherd, Lamb of God, we are yours,  

And gladly sing your praise! 

................................................................................ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost\  

 

 

Gathering Hymn  Praise Him! Praise Him! 

 

 

  



  



 
  


