
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 1, 2020 

Second Sunday in Lent



WELCOME TO CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,    

A NEW CHURCH IN MILFORD  
—————— 

I get asked “why a new church?” a lot. I think what drives the question is a sense that a 

new church means more fragmentation; a sign of division rather than coming together. 

It’s a fair question. What I’d point out though, is that only 14% of New Englanders 

attend religious services with any regularity. We aren’t looking to steal from that small 

fraction of people who are already involved in a church, but to learn how to serve the 

86% of the people who aren’t being served.  

Another way to think of it is by comparison to the restaurant industry. We wouldn’t 

really want a town where all the restaurants have gotten together and only serve one 

menu; when a new restaurant opens it adds to the diversity on the restaurant scene and 

improves the picture for everyone: other restaurants become better and more creative 

for having more restauranteurs in the area, eaters get more options and variety and a 

better experience.  

We want every human being to belong to a community that is shaped by the Gospel and 

that exists for the glory of God and the good of our neighbor. We believe that starting a 

new church is the best way to bring the Gospel to a community. We believe the world 

is broken: nature, social systems, government, Wall Street, our local communities, you 

and me. All around us and inside us we see that things are “not the way it’s supposed to 

be.” The Gospel is the good news that God has entered into his creation in Christ to 

restore what is broken. The local church is the tool God uses to bring about this 

restoration because, God who is perfectly Other, became local and present in Christ. 

The local church brings this infinite Gospel into our particular realities. As we start to 

believe the Gospel it changes everything from the way we live as neighbors and friends, 

to the way we parent our children, to how we interact with the world at large.  

  



REFLECTION 

—————— 

DESCENT TO THE CROSS: I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE 

 

For the life of the world  

Jesus gives his own flesh to be torn, beaten, and nailed.  

He who alone can satisfy our hunger  

for love and intimacy, for forgiveness and healing,  

for security and purpose, for joy and peace,  

is arraigned and judged an impostor.  

God is condemned by man;  

He who fills us with good things is himself emptied.  

He who is the Object of our heart-desire  

becomes the object of our hatred.  

 
How bittersweet the Cross!  

How worthy of praise he who hangs on it!  

................................................................................ 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost\  

 

Gathering Hymn Revive Thy Work O Lord 

 

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends — 

 
Call to Worship from Isaiah 55 & Psalm 63 

 

Leader Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 

People and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! 

Leader Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price 

People Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread 

  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Leader Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich 

food. 

People O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; 

 my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, 

 as in a dry and weary land where there is no water 

Leader Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you.  



People My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food, 

 and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips 

 

Invocation 

 

 
 

Praise Hymn Break Thou the Bread of Life 

 

  



  



— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends — 

 

Confession of Sin 

 

Let us confess our sins to God our Father 

Most merciful God, who son Jesus Christ was tempted in every way, yet 

without sin, we confess before you our own sinfulness: we have hungered 

after that which does not satisfy; we have compromised with evil; we have 

doubted your power to protect us. Forgive us for our lack of faith; have 

mercy on our weakness. Restore us in such trust and love that we may walk 

in your ways and delight in doing your will. We ask in Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Absolution 1 John 2:1–2 

 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the 

propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

Thanksgiving Hymn  Arise My Soul, Arise 

 

1. Arise, my soul, arise, 

shake off your guilty fears; 

The bleeding sacrifice, 

in my behalf appears; 

Before the throne my Surety stands, 

Before the throne my Surety stands, 

My name is written on His hands. 

 

Chorus: Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise 

Arise, my soul, arise. 

Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise 

Arise, my soul, arise. 

Shake off your guilty fears and rise 

 

2. He ever lives above, 

for me to intercede; 

His all redeeming love, 

His precious blood, to plead; 



His blood atoned for every race, 

His blood atoned for every race, 

And sprinkles now the throne of grace. 

 

 Chorus 

 

3. Five bleeding wounds He bears; 

received on Calvary; 

They pour effectual prayers; 

they strongly plead for me: 

"Forgive him, O forgive," they cry, 

"Forgive him, O forgive," they cry, 

"Nor let that ransomed sinner die!" 

 

 Chorus 
 

4. The Father hears Him pray, 

His dear anointed One; 

He cannot turn away 

the presence of His Son; 

The Spirit answers to the blood, 

The Spirit answers to the blood 

And tells me I am born of God. 

 

 Chorus 

 

5. My God is reconciled; 

His pardoning voice I hear; 

He owns me for His child; 

I can no longer fear 

With confidence I now draw nigh, 

With confidence I now draw nigh, 

And "Father, Abba, Father," cry. 

 

Peace of Christ 

 

Leader I urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 

called, with all humility and patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to 



maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace [Ephesians 4:1-3]. 

The peace of the Lord be with you!  

People And also with you!  

 

Doxology 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  

Praise Him, all creatures here below! 

Praise Him above, you heavenly host!  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen! 

 

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends — 

 

Old Testament  Deuteronomy 6:4-9 | Leviticus 19:9-17 

 

New Testament  Luke 10:25-37 

 

Reader  This is the Word of the Lord! 

People Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon The Art of Neighboring | Pastor Curran Bishop 

 

Response Hymn Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

 

— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends — 

 

Bringing Our Life to God  Profession | Collection | Prayers 

 

Confession of Faith Heidelberg Questions 52 & 56 

Leader Christians, what do you believe? 

People In all my distress and persecution, I turn my eyes to the heavens and 

confidently await as Judge the very One who has already stood trial 

in my place before God and so has removed the whole curse from 

me. I believe that God, because of Christ's atonement, will never 

hold against me any of my sins nor my sinful nature which I need to 

struggle against all my life. Rather in his grace God grants me the 

righteousness of Christ to free me forever from judgment. 

 



   



Prayers of the People 

 

Doxology Jesus Remember Me  

 

Communion in Christ Jesus 

All Christians are invited to come forward to receive Christ’s presence of bread and wine. We 

serve wine in the Lord’s Supper, believing it to be the Biblical element used. We provide grape 

juice for those who, out of conscience or reasons of health, do not partake of wine. Grape juice 

is in the outer rim. The communion bread is gluten free.  

 

Communion Hymn Behold the Lamb 

 

1. Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away 

Slain for us and we remember 

The promise made that all who come in faith 

Find forgiveness at the cross 

So we share in this Bread of Life 

And we drink of His sacrifice 

As a sign of our bonds of peace 



Around the table of the King 

 

2. The body of our Savior Jesus Christ 

Torn for you eat and remember 

The wounds that heal the death that brings us life 

Paid the price to make us one 

So we share in this Bread of Life 

And we drink of His sacrifice 

As a sign of our bonds of love 

Around the table of the King 

 

3. The blood that cleanses every stain of sin 

Shed for you drink and remember 

He drained death's cup that all may enter in 

To receive the life of God 
So we share in this Bread of Life 

And we drink of His sacrifice 

As a sign of our bonds of grace 

Around the table of the King 

 

4. And so with thankfulness and faith we rise 

To respond and to remember 

Our call to follow in the steps of Christ 

As His body here on earth 

As we share in His suffering 

We proclaim Christ will come again 

And we'll join in the feast of heaven 

Around the table of the King 

 

Prayer for those searching:  

Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am 

loved, the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. 

Nothing seems to satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are 

restless until they find their rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible 

teaches there is life and life eternal in Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to 

the reality of the One who alone can satisfy my restless heart. Give me the courage to 

believe that which I cannot see but can understand, feel and touch through the Word, 

sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, help my unbelief! Amen. 



— God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends — 

 

Coronation Hymn  O to See the Dawn (Power of the Cross) 

 

1. Oh to see the dawn of the darkest day 

Christ on the road to Calvary 

Tried by sinful men torn and beaten then 

Nailed to a cross of wood 

 

Chorus: 

This the power of the cross 

Christ became sin for us 

Took the blame bore the wrath 

We stand forgiven at the cross 

 
2. Oh to see the pain written on Your face 

Bearing the awesome weight of sin 

Every bitter thought every evil deed 

Crowning Your bloodstained brow 

 

Chorus 

3. Now the daylight flees now the ground beneath 

Quakes as its Maker bows His head 

Curtain torn in two dead are raised to life 

Finished the victory cry 

 

Chorus 

 

4. Oh to see my name written in the wounds 

For through Your suffering I am free 

Death is crushed to death life is mine to live 

Won through Your selfless love 

 

Chorus 2: 

This the power of the cross 

Son of God slain for us 

What a love what a cost 

We stand forgiven at the cross 



 

 

Benediction  from Ephesians 3:16 & 19 

Now may the Lord bless you according to the riches of his glory and grant you to be 

strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, that you may be filled 

with all the fullness of God in Christ. Amen.  
 
 

Announcements 

 

 

REFLECTION 

—————— 



God our Food 

“The Bible... begins with man as a hungry being, with the man who is that which he eats. 

[Yet] nowhere in the Bible do we find the dichotomies which for us are the self-evident 

frame-work of all approaches to religion. In the Bible the food that man eats, the world 

of which he must partake in order to live, is given to him by God, and it is given as 

communion with God. The world as man’s food is not something “material” and limited 

to material functions, thus different from, and opposed to, the specifically “spiritual” 

functions by which man is related to God. All that exists is God’s gift to man, and it all 

exists to make God known to man, to make man’s life communion with God. It is divine 

love made food, made life for man... “taste and see that the Lord is good.” (Ps. 38:4).  

Man is a hungry being. But he is hungry for God. Behind all the hunger of our life is 

God.... To be sure, man is not the only hungry being. All that exists lives by “eating.” 

The whole creation depends on food. But the unique position of man in the universe is 

that he alone is to bless God for the food and the life he receives from him. He alone is 

to respond to God’s blessing with his blessing…. [This need to respond was met in 
God’s action:] He sent light….  The light God sent was his Son: the same light that had 

been shining unextinguished in the world’s darkness all along, seen now in full 

brightness.” 

 —from Alexander Schmemann,  

For the Life of the World (1963)   



WE ARE A LOCAL   PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
——————  

Local 

We are a church in and for our community. We want to celebrate its goodness, serve 

its specific needs, and work towards the flourishing of all its citizens. We worship in the 

voice of our community and seek to be a church that grows organically out of our 

neighborhoods. We are committed to working for the common good. We look to 

serve, not to be served. We look to give, not to take. We are eager to bless others 

because we have been blessed by God.  

Presbyterian  

Being Presbyterian means we are led by elders and connected with other churches. This 

provides accountability, oversight, and produces real pastoral care. We are part of the 

Reformed Tradition which teaches that God knows us intimately and enables us to 

know Him intimately. We believe that life in relationship with God is not only possible 

but vibrant. That God is the initiator of this relationship and the whole is based on grace 

and forgiveness offered to us in the being and action of Jesus Christ.  

Church  

We believe that church is not an event or a program but rather a family. A place where 

you no longer have to choose between being really known or really loved. Within the 

family of God we don’t need to perform in order to be accepted. We no longer relate 

to each other based upon on our past failures or future potential but rather we relate 

to each other as brothers and sisters who have been loved by God in Christ!  

  



COMING UP  
——————  

Sunday Night Community Group  

We meet on Sunday evenings from 5-7pm in each other’s homes for fellowship, to eat and drink 

together, study Scripture and share a brief prayer service. If you’d like to join in please contact 

us for more details (see below).  

Commissioning Service  

On March 22 we will gather with our sister churches at 4pm to be officially commissioned as a 

worshipping congregation with the purpose of service Milford. 

Sunday Morning Worship Public Launch 

Bear with us – this is a “soft launch”! On March 29 we plan to “officially” begin Sunday morning 

worship. Come help us celebrate, and contribute your talents and abilities to our community (it 

takes a congregation to have worship!).    

Contact us 

203.812.9928 or curran.bishop@cpcmilford.org; find us on Facebook at 

facebook.com/CPCMilford or visit us online at cpcmilford.org  

 


