
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 1, 2020 

First Sunday in Lent



WELCOME TO CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,   

A NEW CHURCH IN MILFORD  
ññññññ 

I get asked òwhy a new church?ó a lot. I think what drives the question is a sense that a 

new church means more fragmentation; a sign of division rather than coming together. 

Itõs a fair question. What Iõd point out though, is that only 14% of New Englanders 

attend religious services with any regularity. We arenõt looking to steal from that small 

fraction of people who are already involved in a church, but to learn how to serve the 

86% of the people who arenõt being served.  

Another way to think of it is by comparison to the restaurant industry. We wouldnõt 

really want a town where all the restaurants have gotten together and only serve one 

menu; when a new restaurant opens it adds to the diversity on the restaurant scene and 

improves the picture for everyone: other restaurants become better and more creative 

for having more restauranteurs in the area, eaters get more options and variety and a 

better experience.  

We want every human being to belong to a community that is shaped by the Gospel and 

that exists for the glory of God and the good of our neighbor. We believe that starting a 

new church is the best way to bring the Gospel to a community. We believe the world 

is broken: nature, social systems, government, Wall Street, our local communities, you 

and me. All around us and inside us we see that things are ònot the way itõs supposed to 

be.ó The Gospel is the good news that God has entered into his creation in Christ to 

restore what is broken. The local church is the tool God uses to bring about this 

restoration because, God who is perfectly Other, became local and present in Christ. 

The local church brings this infinite Gospel into our particular realities. As we start to 

believe the Gospel it changes everything from the way we live as neighbors and friends, 

to the way we parent our children, to how we interact with the world at large.  

  



FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
Advent + Christmas + Epiphany + Lent + Easter + Pentecost\  

 

DESCENT TO THE CROSS: I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD  
 

God the Son came into the world,  

The Light who alone can enlighten us.  

So cries the psalmist,  

òIn your Light, we see light!ó  

But we prefer darkness to the light that heals,  

Lest the light of God expose  

The wound of our selfishness.  
 

As he descends to the Cross,  

Christ moves closer to the heart of darkness,  

Closer and closer to the supreme degradation,  

Closer and closer to the chilling abyss of evil.  
 

But in all his humiliation, his pain,  

In all his loneliness and rejection,  

He remained the Light of the world,  

And our darkness could not extinguish it.  
 

Praise be to our Lord Jesus,  

Who has turned the gruesome cross into a symbol of hope;  

Worship him, our high God  

And the Light of our shadowed world! 

................................................................................ 

 

Gathering Hymn  Endless Light 

 

From the highest throne to the earth below 

You laid down Your life for the likes of us 

Great is the love of the Savior 

From a wounded heart to a life made whole 

Every human heart will declare as one 

Great is the love of the Savior 
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Chorus : 

Lord of endless light;  

Let Your glory shine forever 

All the earth;  

All the earth sing Your praise 

Hope of every heart;  

Let Your Name be lifted higher 

All our hearts;  

All our hearts sing Your praise 

 

From the mountain heights to the valleys low 

All created things given life to show 

Jesus we live for Your glory 

From the rising sun to the still of night 

Every waking moment for Your delight 

Jesus we live for Your glory 

 

Chorus  

 

God be exalted;  

God be exalted in everything 

We live for Your glory;  

Live for Your glory (REPEAT) 
 

ñ God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends ñ 

 

Call to Worship  John 1:1-5 

 

Leader In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God  

People and the Word was God.  

Leader He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him,  

  and without him was not any thing made that was made.  

  In him was life,  

People and the life was the light of men.   

Leader The light shines in the darkness,  

People and the darkness has not overcome it.  

 

Invocation 
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Praise Hymn  Here I am to Worship 

 

Light of the world;  

You stepped down into darkness 

Opened my eyes let me see 

Beauty that made;  

This heart adore You 

Hope of a life spent with You 

 

Chorus : 

So here I am to worship;  

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

And You're altogether lovely;  

Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 

 

King of all days;  

Oh so highly exalted 

Glorious in heaven above 

Humbly You came;  

To the earth You created 

All for love's sake became poor 

 

Chorus  

 

Bridge: 

And I'll never know how much it cost;  

To see my sin upon that cross 

And I'll never know how much it cost;  

To see my sin upon that cross 

 

Chorus  
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ñ God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends ñ 

 

Confession of Sin  

 

Leader Father we confess that the light of your love has been obscured by the  

  darkness of our sin. 

People Thoughts, words, and deeds of our own devising hang over us as 

   dark and foreboding clouds.  

Leader Give us eyes to see, O Lord, the grievous and heinous nature of our sin;  

  Set us free from a past that we cannot change;  

  open to us a future in which we can be changed. 

People And give us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and  

  image; through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.  

 

Absolution  John 3:16ð21 

 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever 

believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 

because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the 

judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than 

the light because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the 

light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever 

does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have 

been carried out in God. 

 

Doxology  

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! Praise Him, all creatures here below! 

Praise Him above, you heavenly host! Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen! 

 

Peace of Christ  

Leader The peace of the Lord be with you!  

People And also with you!  

 

Thanksgiving Hymn   What Wondrous Love is This? 

 

6 



ñ God + calls + cleanses + speaks + strengthens + sends ñ 



 

Old Testament  Isaiah 50:4-9 

 

New Testament  Luke 9:51-62 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord! 

People Thanks be to God!  

 

Sermon  The Cost of Discipleship | Pastor Curran Bishop 

 

Response Hymn  Whateõer My God Ordains Is Right 
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